
 
21 January 2025 
 
To: City of San Diego Land Use and Housing Committee 

Council President Pro Tem Kent Lee, Chair 
Councilmember Sean Elo-Rivera, Vice Chair 
Councilmember Raul Campillo 
Councilmember Vivian Moreno 

Cc: Mayor Todd Gloria, staff 

 

Subject:  Strong Support for the Proposed High Performance Reach Code 

We are contacting you on behalf of the San Diego Building Electrification Coalition (SDBEC). 
We are an alliance of over 45 community, business, faith, justice and environmental 
organizations coming together to equitably accelerate electrification in residential and 
commercial buildings. Building electrification is essential to meeting California and San Diego’s 
ambitious climate goals by reducing greenhouse gas emissions, improving air quality in our 
homes and buildings and protecting public health. 
 
A High Performance Reach Code encourages all-electric new construction while providing grid 
and emissions benefits in projects that choose fossil gas appliances.  This allows developers a 
choice when designing new buildings, while nudging them towards all-electric construction.  
Since the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruling in the lawsuit involving the City of Berkeley, eight 
California cities including Encinitas (passed last spring) have implemented High Performance 
Reach Codes for new construction. 
 
The time is right to adopt a High Performance Reach Code:  

●​ Passing the code will demonstrate the city’s commitment in the implementation of the 
Climate Action Plan, specifically Action BE-1.2a  

●​ It is cost-effective, as is required by the CEC for all Reach Codes. 
●​ The proposed Reach Code is stronger than the upcoming 2026 Title 24 Building Code 

and will be easy to update when that is issued.  
●​ It is straightforward for the city’s Development Services Department to implement. 
●​ Most importantly, it supports clean air and healthy homes in our communities. 

 
SDBEC is urging your support and vote in favor of the proposed High Performance Reach Code 
that assists in meeting the goals of the Climate Action Plan. We are available to answer any 
questions or provide additional information. 
 
Thank you for your consideration on this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 

https://sdbec.org/
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/communities/north-county/encinitas/story/2024-05-22/encinitas-proposes-work-around-for-all-electric-building-requirement
https://climatedashboard.sandiego.gov/actions/BE-1.2a


 
 

 
Kelly Lyndon 

Co-Chair 
San Diego Building Electf Coalition 

 

 
Jean Huy Tran 

Managing Director 
Viet Voices SD 

Tanisha-Jean Martin 
Climate Community Director 

San Diego Urban Sustainability Coalition 

 

 
 

Jim Miller 
Vice President 

AFT 1931 

 
Adria Fox 

Managing Director 
C4GS-ZEDlife 

 
Serena Pelka 

Policy Advocate 
Climate Action Campaign 

 

 
 

Susan Wayo 
Board Member & Secretary 

Center for Community Energy  
Kali Lindsay 

Executive Director 
Emerald Keepers 

 

 
 

Leslie Gomez 
Board Member 

North County Climate Change Alliance 

 
Ben Stapleton 

Executive Director 
USGBC California 

 

 
 

Ann Feeney 
Co-chair Building Electrification 

San Diego 350 

 
 

Leslie Gomez 
San Diego  

Climate Reality Project 

 
 

American Institute of Architects 

 
Cooper Marcus  

 



 

San Diego CEO and Chief Quitter 
QuitCarbon 

Adam Aron 
Green New Deal at UCSD 

 
Sister Maria A. Muhammad 

CEO 
I Am Green, Inc. 

 
Adrienne Fusek 

Executive Director 
In Good Company 

 
Joy Frew 

Co-founder 
Fallbrook Climate Action Team 

 
Rod Mathews 

President 
Brevian Energy 

 
 

Rhea and Armin Kuhlman 
Co-Chair, Climate Justice Team 

First Unitarian Universalist 
Church of San Diego 

 
Spencer Rosen 

CEO 
Home Energy Academy 

 
 

Charles Boeche 
Solar Representative 

SolarTech 

 
Red Nilsen 

Owner 
Surf Bros HVAC 

 
Mudit Saxena 

CEO 
XeroHome 

 
Zach Zeilman 

Climate Change Program Lead 
San Diego Surfrider Fndn 

 
Marc Friedmann 

Citizens’ Climate Lobby 
San Diego Chapters 

 
Sean Armstrong 

Managing Principal 
Redwood Energy 

 



 

 
Suzanne Hume 

Educational Director & Founder 
CleanEarth4Kids.org 

 
 

Karinna Gonzalez 
Climate Justice Policy Manager 

Hammond Climate Solutions 
Foundation 

 
 

 
Kim Knox 
President 

League of Women Voters  
of San Diego 

 
Peter Zahn, CEO 
Futures Unbound 

 

 
Larry Peranich 

Founder 
Move Faster 

 

 
Nathan Taft 

Senior Campaigner 
SAFE Cities with Stand.earth 

 

 


