
An Open Letter to Gov. Newsom and CPUC:  
Please increase local solar, prioritize equity & bring more clean energy 

storage to California 
(Letter follows logos) 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 



CPUC Docket #: R.20-08-020 
 
Dear Governor Newsom (cc: Members of the California Public Utilities Commission) 
 
California’s climate emergency accelerated in 2020. Californians again faced the unacceptable 
choice of living without electricity or living with increased risk of wildfires, which displaced 
hundreds of thousands, and endangered millions, producing some of the worst air quality in the 
world.  
 
This unfolding climate crisis, compounded by the economic pain of the pandemic, has touched 
nearly every resident. And, as is often the case, our state's most at-risk communities have been 
disproportionately impacted, with too many residents struggling to pay their electricity bills 
while suffering from the effects of fossil fuel pollution.  
 
It is against this backdrop that we urge California to prioritize the following goals when it 
considers changes to net metering, one of the state's most important and successful clean energy 
and climate policies. ​Net metering allows Californians to use sunshine to power their homes, 
apartments, schools, farms and businesses, and receive a bill credit for the excess electricity they 
send to the grid. Net metering is the bedrock policy that made California the nation's rooftop 
solar leader with more than one million solar installations and nearly 75,000 solar jobs.  
 
Yet net metering may be jeopardized by California’s investor-owned utilities, who ​are opposed 
to the growth of rooftop solar and storage because it threatens their business model, which 
depends on building an ever bigger and more expensive grid at the expense of ratepayers. ​The 
utilities have improperly argued for years that rooftop solar and storage does not serve the 
interests of at-risk communities. 
 
We are concerned that ill-informed changes to net metering, such as slashing solar bill savings or 
imposing new fees on solar users, will set back ​California's climate change and environmental 
justice goals, consign the public to annual power outages, reduce customer bill savings and harm 
low-income access to solar energy. 
 
To keep solar in the hands of everyday Californians, we should preserve the framework of net 
metering and improve it to meet the following goals:  
 

1) Keep Rooftop Solar Growing to Fight Climate Change and Build a Safer, More 
Resilient Grid: ​Increasing the pace of rooftop solar and battery adoption is critical to 
meeting California's 100% clean energy goal, provides resilience in the face of power 
outages, empowers consumers with better choices to control their energy bills, and 
supports nearly 75,000 jobs in every corner of our state, with increasing investments and 
hiring from local job training organizations. 

 
2) Prioritize Equity: Bring Rooftop Solar + Storage to More Low-Income Families and 

Communities: ​Equity and low-income access to the benefits of clean energy are 
paramount. Today, rooftop solar is growing in lower- and middle-income neighborhoods, 
including on affordable multifamily apartment buildings. We should accelerate this trend 
so that more of California’s Environmental Justice and Social Justice (ESJ) communities​1  

1 ​The California Public Utilities Commission’s February 2019 ​Environmental and Social Justice Action Plan​ defines Environmental Justice and Social Justice (ESJ) 

communities as including but not limited to 1) Disadvantaged Communities located in the top 25% of communities identified by Cal EPA’s CalEnviroScreen, 2) all 

https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/uploadedFiles/CPUCWebsite/Content/UtilitiesIndustries/Energy/EnergyPrograms/Infrastructure/DC/Env%20and%20Social%20Justice%20ActionPlan_%202019-02-21.docx.pdf


and renters benefit from the savings, reliability, resilience, health and workforce benefits 
of local clean energy. We must prioritize local clean energy deployment in ESJ 
communities so that they are not left behind by the clean energy transition, but instead are 
leading it and protecting themselves against the impacts of climate change.  
 

3) Make Solar-Charged Batteries Standard with Rooftop Solar by 2030:​ Solar-charged 
batteries reduce strain on the grid and can help accelerate the retirement of, polluting 
fossil fuel power plants. They also allow people to keep their lights on and food fresh 
during power outages without turning to dirty and dangerous backup generators. On the 
heels of California achieving one million solar rooftops last year, we should now strive 
for one million solar-charged batteries by 2030. 

 
California cannot expect to decarbonize and achieve 100% clean energy without empowering the 
state’s 40 million residents and businesses to contribute to this effort.  All Californians must 
continue to have viable, cost-saving options to access clean energy and protect their families 
from extreme weather and outages. We must ensure a future that prioritizes the continued growth 
of local solar and battery storage and the benefits they provide to all California families.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Name, Title, Organization  
 
 
To sign this letter, please email ​dave@solarrights.org​ with your  

● Name 
● Title 
● Organization 
● Organization Logo 

 
Call Dave Rosenfeld at 916-778-0096 if you have questions. Thank you!! 
 
 
Signers to date: 
 
Eddie H. Ahn 
Executive Director 
Brightline Defense 
 
Stanley Greschner 
Chief Policy and Business Development Officer 
GRID Alternatives 
 
Eddie Price 
President & CEO 
San Diego Urban Sustainability Coalition 
 
Al Weinrub 

Tribal lands, 3) households with incomes below 80 percent of the area median income, and 4) census tracts with household incomes below 80 percent of the 

area or state median income. 

mailto:dave@solarrights.org


Coordinator 
CA Alliance for Community Energy 
 
Woody Hastings 
Energy Program Manager 
The Climate Center 
 
Matthew Vasilakis 
Co-Director of Policy 
Climate Action Campaign 
 
Marie Chen 
Public Policy Team Co-Chair 
San Diego 350 
 
RL Miller 
Founder 
Climate Hawks Vote 
 
Laura Deehan 
State Director 
Environment California 
 
Alan Weiner 
chapter lead 
350 Conejo / San Fernando Valley 
 
Daniel Chandler 
Chair, Legislative Committee/Steering Committee 
350 Humboldt 
 
Doug Bender 
Member of Steering Committee  
Indivisible South Bay LA 
 
Dave Shukla 
Operations 
Long Beach Alliance for Clean Energy 
 
Craig Lewis 
Executive Director 
Clean Coalition 
 
Sherry Lear 
Organizer 
350 South Bay Los Angeles 
 
Ken Jones 
350 Bay Area-350Marin 



 
 
Kyle Heiskala 
Executive Director, Interim 
BikeSD 
 
Sam Mazzeo 
Founder 
Better 
 
Tama Becker-Varano 
Founder 
Change Begins With ME (Indivisible) 
 
Mikey Knab 
Board Chair 
Business For Good San Diego 
 
Marian Sedio 
Officer 
North County Climate Change Alliance 
 
Laurie Litman 
Past President 
350 Sacramento 
 
Chris Brown 
Coordinator 
Sacramento Climate Coalition 
 
Jan Dietrick 
Policy Team Leader 
350 Ventura County Climate Hub 
 
Madeline Rose (she/her) 
Climate Campaign Director 
Pacific Environment 
 
Jean Su  
Director, Energy Justice Director 
Center for Biological Diversity  
 
Sharon Broberg 
Steering Committee Member 
350 Santa Barbara 
 
Todd Weber,  
President 
Elders Climate Action, NorCal chapter 



 
Richard Burke,  
President 
Elders Climate Action, SoCal chapter 
 
Mary Kay Benson 
Steering Council Manager 
350 Butte County 
 
Liz Beall 
Executive Director 
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas (CFROG) 
 
Linda Hutchins-Knowles 
Senior California Organizer 
Mothers Out Front  


