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MISSION
Cl imate Act ion Campaign ’s  (CAC)  miss ion is  to  stop the c l imate cr is is .

We ’ re  champion ing a  Zero Carbon future  through po l icy  act ion .  We

organ ize  th is  v i ta l  work into  our  F ive  F ights :  100% c lean energy ;  a l l -

e lect r ic  homes ;  wa lkab le ,  b ikeab le  ne ighborhoods ;  wor ld -c lass  t rans i t ;

and shade t rees—al l  through the lens of  equ i ty  and just ice .

VISION
In  the next  ten years ,  C l imate Act ion Campaign wi l l  implement  a

rep l icab le  and sca lab le  reg iona l  model  for  an equ i tab le  t rans i t ion to

Zero Carbon .  C i t ies  are  lead ing the way on c l imate so lut ions ,  which is

why we are  focused on creat ing ef fect ive  c l imate po l icy  at  a  loca l  and

reg iona l  leve l  that  can be sca led and rep l icated around the wor ld .

C l imate Act ion Campaign ’s  bot tom-up theory  of  change puts

munic ipa l i t ies ,  loca l  industry  leaders ,  nonprof i ts ,  and communi t ies  at

the ep icenter  of  c l imate act ion and c l imate so lut ions .  Co l laborat ing

across sectors ,  we ’ re  lead ing the reg ion to  ach ieve zero emiss ions by

2035,  in  l ine  wi th  what  c l imate sc ience says is  necessary  to  protect

our  hea l th  and future .

FOCUS AREAS IN 2022

The Ci ty  of  San Diego 's  C l imate Act ion P lan Update

The Let 's  Go !  San Diego Ba l lo t  Measure

SDCP's  Communi ty  Power  P lan

Assembly  B i l l  1640

The County  Regiona l  Decarbonizat ion Framework

The County  C l imate Act ion P lan

Al l -E lect r ic  Homes

Bluepr int  SD

Moving The LOSSAN L ines

Cl imate Act ion Campaign 's  annua l  po l icy  agenda out l ines our  pr ior i ty

campaigns to  advance our  f ive  f ights  for  the year ,  inc lud ing :

P lease note  that  th is  agenda not  an exhaust ive  l i s t  o f  our  campaigns or

po l icy  areas ,  but  an overv iew of  where we wi l l  be  invest ing the most

t ime in  2022.



PROBLEM:
When the C i ty  of  San Diego adopted i ts  C l imate Act ion P lan (CAP)  in  2015 ,  i t

became the largest  c i ty  in  the Uni ted States  to  make a  lega l ly -b ind ing commitment

to  ach iev ing 100% c lean e lectr ic i ty  by 2035,  a long wi th  other  groundbreak ing

transportat ion ,  hous ing ,  and equ i ty  commitments .  In  the t ime s ince ,  the  C i ty  has

fa l len  beh ind on i ts  lega l ly -b ind ing commitment  to  reduce emiss ions ,  as

demonstrated by the C i ty ’s  in terna l  CAP Per formance Audi t .

As  our  2021 report  “Miss ing The Mark”  demonstrated ,  t ransportat ion is  the most

s ign i f icant  gap in  CAP implementat ion ,  w i th  l i t t le  progress made in  sh i f t ing people

out  of  the i r  cars  and into  the i r  communi t ies  v ia  b ik ing ,  wa lk ing ,  and t rans i t .  In

add i t ion ,  the  C i ty  must  modern ize  i ts  pub l ic  engagement  st rateg ies  to  ensure

equi tab le  processes and outcomes .

CITY OF SAN DIEGO CLIMATE
ACTION PLAN UPDATE
LEVEL: CITY
POLICY TYPE: BUDGET, ADVOCACY
FIGHT: ALL

SOLUTION:
As the C i ty  of  San Diego looks to  adopt  an updated CAP in  2022,  CAC is

advocat ing for  a  deta i led p lan for  CAP implementat ion wi th  assoc iated costs  and

funding sources c lear ly  out l ined .  We are  a lso push ing for  them to comprehens ive ly

fund the CAP dur ing the FY 2023 budget  cyc le  and every  year  a f ter .

At  the same t ime ,  we are  ca l l ing for  them to fund and f in ish the Mobi l i ty  Master

P lan 2 .0 .  Th is  is  the roadmap for  ach iev ing the CAP’s  lega l ly -b ind ing mode sh i f t

targets .  I t  shou ld  demonstrate  through model ing how the C i ty ’s  proposed network

of  walk ing ,  b ik ing ,  and publ ic  t rans i t  pro jects  wi l l  c lose the gap between SANDAG’s

2021 Regiona l  P lan and the CAP’s  requ i rements  for  mode sh i f t .

CAC wi l l  a lso  push for  equ i ty  in  the CAP outreach process .  The C i ty  can address

the needs of  our  most  vu lnerab le  communi t ies  by partner ing wi th  Communi ty -Based

Organizat ions for  outreach and appropr iate ly  compensat ing them for  the i r  t ime .

Based on th is  outreach ,  the CAP update  must  ident i fy  tang ib le  benchmarks for

success in  CAP implementat ion ,  such as  improved a i r  qua l i ty  and lower  asthma

rates in  Communi t ies  of  Concern .

https://www.climateactioncampaign.org/mode-share-report


PROBLEM:
The largest  source of  carbon emiss ions in  the San Diego reg ion comes f rom

burn ing foss i l  fue ls  for  cars  and t rucks .  These emiss ions exacerbate  the c l imate

cr is is  and choke our  ch i ldren wi th  po isonous smog.  Despi te  these known impacts ,

the reg ion has spent  decades invest ing hundreds of  mi l l ions of  do l lars  on car

in f rast ructure  that  locks us fur ther  in to  car  dependency .  Last  year ,  we he lped pass

a groundbreak ing new p lan for  moving people  and goods around our  reg ion at

SANDAG.

LET’S GO! SD BALLOT MEASURE
LEVEL: COUNTYWIDE
POLICY TYPE: BALLOT MEASURE; ADVOCACY 
FIGHT: WORLD-CLASS TRANSIT, BIKEABLE,
WALKABLE NEIGHBORHOODS

SOLUTION:
To win  the fund ing to  put  th is  p lan in  p lace ,  we ’ re  tak ing the f ight  for  wor ld -c lass

trans i t  to  the ba l lo t  box through the Let ’s  Go !  San Diego ba l lo t  in i t ia t ive .  The

funding f rom th is  measure wi l l  a l low us to  f ina l ly  bu i ld  an ef f ic ient ,  modern

transportat ion system that  wi l l  improve conven ience ,  safety ,  po l lu t ion ,  hea l th ,  and

our  economy.



PROBLEM:
San Diego Communi ty  Power—one of  the San Diego reg ion ’s  two Communi ty  Choice

Energy programs—is now serv ing customers .  They have a  PowerOn and Power100

package which of fer  50% and 100% c lean e lectr ic i ty  to  fami l ies  and bus inesses .

Th is  agency was formed to  ach ieve 100% c lean e lectr ic i ty  by 2035 and do so in  a

way that  invests  in  and empowers the communi t ies  i t  serves—San Diego ,  Chula

Vista ,  Enc in i tas ,  Imper ia l  Beach ,  La  Mesa ,  Nat iona l  C i ty ,  and the un incorporated

parts  of  San Diego County .  San Diego Communi ty  Power  needs a  communi ty

investment  st rategy and programs to  ach ieve th is .

SDCP COMMUNITY POWER PLAN
LEVEL: AGENCY
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: 100% CLEAN ENERGY

SOLUTION:
CAC successfu l ly  advocated for  fund ing to  deve lop SDCP’s  Communi ty  Power  P lan

last  year .  Th is  p lan wi l l  he lp  the agency create  loca l  programs,  ident i fy

opportun i t ies  for  deve lop ing loca l  c lean energy generat ion and storage pro jects ,

and ident i fy  opportun i t ies  for  loca l  workforce deve lopment  that  creates good ,  un ion

jobs .  In  2022,  we wi l l  work  c lose ly  wi th  staf f  to  deve lop a  roadmap to  a  loca l ,  100%

clean energy system through th is  p lan .



PROBLEM:
We need reg iona l  coord inat ion and cooperat ion to  secure a  c l imate-safe  and

c l imate- ready future .  We need the data  and v is ion to  map out  how to  ach ieve a  zero

carbon future  loca l ly ,  espec ia l ly  regard ing ach iev ing a  just  t rans i t ion for  workers

and f ront l ine  communi t ies  impacted by the t rans i t ion to  a  c lean energy economy.

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO REGIONAL
DECARBONIZATION FRAMEWORK
LEVEL: COUNTY 
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: ALL

SOLUTION:
In  2022,  CAC wi l l  pass the County ’s  Reg iona l  Decarbonizat ion Framework and Just

Trans i t ion P lan .  Th is  f ramework wi l l  ident i fy  the gaps in  c l imate po l icy

implementat ion and opportun i t ies  for  reg iona l  coord inat ion on t ransportat ion ,

e lect r ic i ty ,  bu i ld ings ,  and land use so lut ions .  We wi l l  use these ins ights ,  in  add i t ion

to  the ones f rom our  upcoming 5th Annua l  C l imate Act ion P lan Report  Card ,  to

advance reg iona l  co l laborat ion and cooperat ion ,  inc lud ing through our  work to

create  Regiona l  C l imate Networks through AB 1640.



PROBLEM:
Across the State  of  Ca l i forn ia ,  c i t ies  are  st ruggl ing to  meet  c l imate goa ls ,  c i t ing a

lack of  fund ing ,  po l i t ica l  w i l l ,  and knowledge of  best  pract ices .  Our  current  s i loed

approach to  c l imate act ion is  inef fect ive  and dangerous to  our  future .  In  Ca l i forn ia ,

few c i t ies  are  prepar ing to  reach zero carbon—as c l imate sc ience says is

necessary—and c i t ies  are  not  equ i tab ly  implement ing c l imate so lut ions .

ASSEMBLY BILL 1640 - REGIONAL
CLIMATE NETWORKS BILL
LEVEL: STATEWIDE, REGIONAL
POLICY TYPE: LEGISLATION
FIGHT: ALL

SOLUTION:
CAC is  work ing wi th  Assemblymember  Chr is  Ward to  champion AB 1640 to

estab l ish  Regiona l  C l imate Networks (RCN)  across Ca l i forn ia .  A  Regiona l  C l imate

Network would  serve as  a  hub for  coord inated act ion on c l imate act ion and

adaptat ion .  Because c l imate so lut ions l ike  c lean t ransportat ion and c lean energy

cross c i ty  boundar ies ,  a  reg iona l  network would  he lp  coord inate  these sh i f ts .  The

RCN would  he lp  address the fund ing barr iers ,  be  a  centra l  hub for  ra is ing and

a l locat ing fund ing ,  and fac i l i ta te  equ i tab le  implementat ion of  c l imate st rateg ies .

Th is  year ,  we wi l l  work  to  pass AB 1640 and begin  to  shape San Diego ’s  future

Regiona l  C l imate Network .



PROBLEM:
Methane gas is  the th i rd - largest  source of  greenhouse gas emiss ions in  our  reg ion

and a  s ign i f icant  source of  indoor  a i r  po l lu t ion .  To ach ieve a  zero  carbon future ,  we

must  t rans i t ion our  homes and bu i ld ings to  run on ly  on c lean e lectr ic i ty  sources

l ike  so lar  and wind—and we must  do th is  in  an equ i tab le  way that  ensures that  no

worker  or  communi ty  is  le f t  beh ind .

ALL-ELECTRIC HOMES
LEVEL: CITY, WITH A FOCUS ON IRVINE AND SAN DIEGO 
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: ALL-ELECTRIC HOMES

SOLUTION:
In  2022,  we wi l l  push for  po l ic ies  that  phase out  dangerous methane gas f rom our

homes and bus inesses ,  both in  C l imate Act ion P lans and as  stand-a lone po l ic ies—

with a  focus on the c i t ies  of  San Diego and I rv ine .  There  are  three po l icy

mechanisms to  get  gas out  of  our  homes and bu i ld ings :  1 )  pass ing a  c i tywide Reach

Code ,  an ord inance that  bans methane gas in f rast ructure  in  new construct ion or

major  renovat ion pro jects ;  2)  secur ing a  munic ipa l  ret rof i t  p lan so c i ty -owned

bui ld ings t rans i t ion into  becoming a l l -e lect r ic ;  and 3)  winn ing a  communi ty  ret rof i t

p lan ,  the  most  ambi t ious of  these po l ic ies ,  where a  c i ty  creates and p lan and

secures f inanc ing to  e lect r i fy  ex is t ing pr ivate  bu i ld ings .  Mov ing forward ,  CAC wi l l

exp lore  each of  these opportun i t ies  to  beg in  the t rans i t ion to  A l l -E lect r ic  Homes

and Bui ld ings in  San Diego and Orange Count ies .



PROBLEM:
San Diego is  fac ing a  severe  hous ing af fordab i l i ty  cr is is  in  add i t ion to  the c l imate

cr is is .  In  2020,  San Diego renters  needed to  earn $36.62 per  hour—2.8 t imes the

Ci ty  of  San Diego ’s  min imum wage—to af ford  the average rent .  Under  the COVID-

19 pandemic ,  rents  have increased by as  much as 10% in  our  reg ion .  The San Diego

reg ion must  acce lerate  af fordab le  and safe  hous ing construct ion in  ex is t ing

ne ighborhoods .

One mechanism for  th is  is  Communi ty  P lan Updates (CPUs) ,  long- range gu ides that

p lan where a  communi ty  wi l l  conserve land and open space ,  where hous ing ,

commerc ia l ,  and industr ia l  bu i ld ings can go ,  and how res idents  wi l l  move around .

We can ro l l  out  c l imate and hous ing st rateg ies  on a  ne ighborhood-by-ne ighborhood

leve l  wi th  CPUs .  Unfor tunate ly ,  CPUs have not  been updated or  implemented at  the

rate  needed to  spur  a f fordab le ,  in f i l l  hous ing .  And ,  w i th  l i t t le  past  d i rect ion f rom

the C i ty  of  San Diego ,  many ex is t ing CPUs stand in  the way of  our  hous ing and

c l imate goa ls .

BUILDING HOMES FOR THE
WORKFORCE THROUGH BLUEPRINT SD
LEVEL: CITY
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: ALL

SOLUTION:
In  2022,  we wi l l  watchdog Communi ty  P lan Updates whi le  shaping San Diego ’s  new

Bluepr int  SD in i t ia t ive .  Th is  in i t ia t ive  wi l l  improve and st reaml ine the Communi ty

Plann ing process and make i t  poss ib le  to  loca l i ze  the C l imate Act ion P lan ’s  targets

on a  ne ighborhood leve l .  B luepr int  SD can te l l  us  where to  bu i ld  hous ing to  create

walkab le ,  b ikeab le  ne ighborhoods .  Most  important ly ,  i t  w i l l  s impl i fy  the process for

CPUs ,  a l low for  more meaningfu l  pub l ic  engagement ,  and ensure that  C i ty  resources

support  bu i ld ing af fordab le ,  in f i l l  hous ing .

https://www.sandiego.gov/blueprint-sd


PROBLEM:
The County  of  San Diego has not  had a  lega l ly -defens ib le  C l imate Act ion P lan for  a

decade because prev ious p lans have created loopholes  for  dangerous sprawl

deve lopment  in  our  backcountry .  Th is  lack of  leadersh ip  has been d isastrous for

our  c l imate and safety ,  lock ing fami l ies  in to  mega-commutes and forc ing them into

dangerous ,  h igh- r isk  wi ld f i re  zones wi th  more opportun i t ies  for  ign i t ion than ever .

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO CLIMATE
ACTION PLAN
LEVEL: COUNTY
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: ALL

SOLUTION:
After  a  decade of  lawsui ts  over  i ts  past ,  fa ta l ly - f lawed Cl imate Act ion P lans ,  the

County  is  s tar t ing to  see the l ight  on sprawl  deve lopment .  In  2022,  we ’ l l  be

bu i ld ing communi ty  wi l l  for  a  new Cl imate Act ion P lan for  the County  of  San Diego

that  a l igns wi th  state  law and stops dangerous sprawl  deve lopment  in  our

backcountry .



PROBLEM:
The County  of  San Diego ’s  Genera l  P lan (GP)  was passed in  2008 and updated in

2015 .  Th is  p lan is  the gu ide for  where and how deve lopers  can bu i ld  in  the

un incorporated parts  of  San Diego County .  Unfor tunate ly ,  the  ex is t ing Genera l  P lan

has a l lowed for  unfet tered deve lopment  of  our  backcountry ,  desp i te  the wi ld f i re

and c l imate r isks  th is  poses .  

A l though the ex is t ing GP sets  some l imi ts  on growth ,  sprawl  deve lopers  have been

able  to  ram the i r  pro jects  by “pay ing to  p lay”  wi th  campaign contr ibut ions or  other

favors .  Wi th  th is  loophole  in  p lace ,  sprawl  deve lopers  have c i rcumvented the GP.

These deve lopers  have even resorted to  f inanc ing astrotur fed ba l lo t  in i t ia t ives  to

c i rcumvent  the Genera l  P lan .

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO GENERAL PLAN
UPDATE
LEVEL: COUNTY
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY
FIGHT: WALKABLE, BIKEABLE NEIGHBORHOODS; WORLD-CLASS
TRANSIT

SOLUTION:
The t ide  is  f ina l ly  changing on sprawl  at  the County  of  San Diego under  i ts  new

Board of  Superv isors .  CAC wi l l  be  push ing to  update  the Genera l  P lan in  2022 to

c lose these loopholes  and ensure that  our  County  stops a l lowing dangerous sprawl

deve lopment ,  once and for  a l l .



SOLUTION:
We secured a  commitment  to  move the LOSSAN l ines in land in  SANDAG’s  2021

Regiona l  Transportat ion P lan .  Now,  we ’ re  work ing to  pass the Let ’s  Go !  San Diego

ba l lot  measure to  fund th is  pro ject .  Of  course ,  i f  we on ly  move the l ines  in  San

Diego County ,  other  par ts  of  th is  corr idor  wi l l  remain  vu lnerab le .  

Star t ing in  2022,  we wi l l  be  watchdogging the LOSSAN Board housed under  Orange

County ’s  t ransportat ion p lann ing agency ,  Orange County  Transportat ion Agency

(OCTA) .  Th is  board has e lected of f ic ia l  representat ives f rom San Lu is  Obispo ,  Santa

Barbara ,  Los Angeles ,  Orange ,  and San Diego count ies .  In  the past ,  th is  board has

overseen Amtrak ’s  corr idor  use .  We ’ re  advocat ing for  them to use the i r  un ique

jur isd ict ion to  1 )  conduct  a  study on the investments  needed to  make the whole

corr idor  c l imate- res i l ient  and 2)  work together  to  secure federa l  and state  fund ing

for  these pro jects .

PROBLEM:
The LOSSAN ra i l  l ine  is  precar ious ly  s i tuated on top of  the De l  Mar  b luf fs  and

carr ies  over  7  mi l l ion  passengers  and $1 b i l l ion  in  goods annua l ly .  Th is  l ine  is  the

largest  in terc i ty  ra i l  corr idor  in  the Uni ted States  outs ide of  the Northeast  Corr idor .

Due to  sea- leve l  r ise ,  the  b luf fs  are  erod ing rap id ly ,  caus ing f requent  b luf f  fa i lures

wi th in  feet  of  the t racks .

MOVING THE LOSSAN LINES
LEVEL: REGIONAL 
POLICY TYPE: ADVOCACY, BUDGET, BALLOT MEASURE
FIGHT: WORLD-CLASS TRANSIT, RESILIENCY
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THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR WORK
POSSIBLE
 We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our generous individual, corporate, and foundation

donors, along with our Leadership Circle members. Your support helps us fight for a climate-safe

and climate-ready, Zero Carbon future. 
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